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Sources

e Math Option Survey 2009

e Input from 63% of math majors

e 2007 SFC Report on Math & ACM

e Questions originated from students’ ideas & 2007
SFC

e Suggestions made from survey results and faculty
input & advice




Ma 5: Intro. to Abstract Algebra

* 2007 Survey:

« 50% of math majors take this class as a freshman
* 2009 Survey:

- 60% believe Ma 5 should be taken freshman year

- 52% want Ma 5 to be easier for prospective math
majors to take freshman year

* Suggestions
- Changing the catalog

» Holding Reviews/Sections to make “freshman friendly”

o /




Ma 98: Reading Courses

e Survey (2009)
* 52% want to do research during the school year
31% don’t believe there are enough opportunities

e Specific Concern: Courses are at most offered once
per year

* 52% are interested in doing a reading course

e Suggestions:

e Advertise availability to students (website, how-to,
etc.)




Other Courses (Exams)

e Weight:
* 43% suggest net exams to be worth 20-40%
* 31% suggest net exams to be worth 40-60%
* Length:
* 4 hours for tests is ideal

* 5-6 hours is too long & tedious

o Suggestion: Shorter tests (or breaks/infinite time)

-




Undergraduate Seminar

e Survey (2009)

* 80% interested in attending a seminar/pizza course
taught at an undergraduate level

e Suggestions:

* Begin 3™ term with biweekly or monthly seminars
given by faculty and/or graduate students.

e Funding & partnership with Math Club




Other Student Opinions

e Students like the amount of interaction with faculty
(including accessibility outside of class)

* |n comparison to other options, students like
ombudsmeetings and the website

* Well-designed option, very flexible but builds a solid
foundation




Final Comments

* Presented a few suggestions and ideas to make the
math option better for younger generations:

e Ma 5 availability to freshman
e Ma 98 (Reading Courses)
e Undergraduate Seminar

e Information on Exam length and weight

e There may be more potential areas for improvement

e Open for discussion (now)
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