Core Curriculum Steering Committee Meeting
January 23, 2008
Present:  Brad Filippone, Mary Kennedy, Dan Rowlands, Mitchell Wang, Rick Wilson
Invited Guest:  Melany Hunt
The meeting was called to order at 12:05 p.m.

GE1/GE11 Substitution:  Dr. Filippone asked the Geology Division to decide if Ge1/Ge11 should be considered a menu course.  Their position is that exceptions can be made on a case-by-case basis, but that there should be no blanket policy.  Dr. Filippone then asked ARC to tell the students that this substitution cannot be made.  The Curriculum Committee does not like dealing with this substitution, but students can petition for it and the Curriculum Committee can turn down these petitions if they chose to.
Pass/No Record:  This was discussed at the CUE meeting.  They decided to get student input on this issue. An ARC survey of the students will be conducted with the results presented at the next CCSC meeting. 
Core and WASC:  Dr. Hunt explained the process of WASC accreditation.  It is a 3-part process, consisting of a proposal submitted by Caltech which was approved, and two site visits.  One visit will be a data gathering mission, looking at various Caltech policies and procedures.  The other visit will be an education effectiveness review – how well does Caltech educate their students.  The first problem is to draft statements of Caltech’s objectives and outcomes.  The Accreditation Committee needs to update the 1921 Caltech mission statement and Dr. Hunt is asking this committee for feedback on several sample missions statements.  Dr. Kennedy noted that none of the sample statements includes any mention of service to society.  Do our students consider what they can do to improve some societal situation?  Also the “Only One Caltech” slogan was criticized by Dan and Dr. Kennedy.  Dr. Hunt explained that the slogan was for a fund raising program, which will be ending soon.  Dr. Hunt also stated that a clear statement of outcomes is also needed and has asked for feedback on several sample statements.  She has also asked the options to check the Caltech catalog and review what is written there.  Does the catalog include things that are no longer applicable?  Also a committee will be formed to re-evaluate the core requirements.  What should students be getting from the Core?  Also Dr. Kennedy questioned the value of the Honor Code in non-academic situation.  She cited two examples:  nitrogen was stolen from her lab and during the presentation by a guest speaker, a student left his room locked with his stereo blaring.  Dan did state that it is obvious when professors trust or do not trust their students (such as giving take-home exams).  Also the science writing requirement should be revisited.  Dr. Hunt also stated that WASC would be interested in how we assess student achievement.  Perhaps the options could keep track of how their graduates fare after leaving Caltech.  Most options do not know what happens to their graduates and undergraduates after leaving Caltech.  
Action:  The CCSC will consider the sample mission and outcome statements submitted by Dr. Hunt.  Mitchell has already begun this process and will e-mail his draft to the rest of the committee.

Menu Courses:  currently there are four menu courses:  GE1, AY1 and two IST courses.

Action:  Dr. Filippone will speak with the Chemistry Department to determine the future of Chem 2.

New Issues:  Dr. Kennedy would like to see the writing requirement revisited.  Dr. Filippone related how the previous science writing requirement was handled:  there was a course called Core 1 which everyone had to take.  The students needed to find a mentor and come up with a topic for a 10-15 page scientific essay, aimed at the layman.  Non-science editors critiqued the papers and the students would revise the paper several times.  This course involved very little teaching and most of the students disliked it.  A general discussion then followed on the general writing ability of the undergrads. It would be interesting to get input from the Humanities Division on how the students are performing and if there is a need for an optional course on effective writing.  We will ask the Executive Office of  Humanities to attend the next CCSC meeting to discuss this.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m.

