Core Curriculum Steering Committee Meeting
March 12, 2008
Present:  Brad Filippone, Mary Kennedy, Joe Kirschvink, Dan Rowlands, Mitchell Wang, Rick Wilson, Brian Yu
Invited Guests:  Paul Bellan and Chris Malek
The meeting was called to order at 12:08 p.m.

Course Feedback Experiment: 


Dr. Bellan (Chair of the Academic Policies Committee) is investigating different means of obtaining student feedback on homework so instructors can see if they are assigning too much or not enough homework.  Commercial software is very expensive and not practical for Caltech.  A shareware program called Moodle is already being used in the CS department.  They have approached IMSS about the possibility of overseeing Moodle.  Mr. Malek (IMSS) has looked into Moodle and finds that it is instructor- and student-friendly.  Students would access Moodle weekly using their IMSS accounts and will fill out a simple one-question survey on how much time they spent on the homework assignment.  It would also be possible to use Moodle for the course webpage and by posting the homework on the Moodle, it would encourage students to fill out the survey.  Each course would have an “enrollment key” (similar to a password), which would discourage random access by students not enrolled in the course.  Dr. Kennedy was concerned about students being able to make anonymous (and possibly immature and hurtful) comments.  This has happened with the TQFR.  Brian thought it could be used for the core courses and also for courses that are tech-intensive (e.g., AA51).  Dr. Bellan envisioned starting Moodle with one or two courses next term to see how it is received and to iron out the bugs.  Then he would approach the Faculty Board to approval for a pilot program in the fall.  Instructors would need to approve the use of Moodle in their courses.  Appropriate courses might be Bi1, Ge1, Phy1 analytic, Math 1c and some of the menu courses.
Action:  The committee approves the use of Moodle as an experiment and pilot program in the coming terms.

Student Experience Conference:

One student commented that students are “forced” to take courses (e.g. Chem 3A).  Dr. Filippone felt this was over-stated as students have the ability to drop courses.  Also converting from quarter to semester was brought up.  This would be a challenge for Caltech to do.  Shadow grades were also brought up.  Although shadow grades are available, many instructors simply do not keep shadow grades.  

Action:  Dr. Filippone and Dan Rowlands will look into this problem and will report to this committee, asking the Registrar for data on shadow grades. 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:02 p.m.

