ARC Meeting Agenda

Attending: Dan, Fedor, Brandt, Csilla, Ryan, Andrea, Noah, Kevin

Guest: Will

November 10, 2007

1. CUE Meeting: 

a. Since the meeting ran half an hour late with discussion centered around the WASC accreditation, there was no time for Dan to bring up new items. Currently in the process, the accreditation committees are trying to show how we have accomplished our goals. As a result, Melany wants to talk with ARC about the academic issues since we are a group that listens to students and tries to make changes happen.

b. Dan is going to e-mail Melany about the following in the next couple days: 

i. Student-life mini-conference (different from the open house that is coming up)

ii. Seminar classes

2. SCAC: 

a. Dan will soon send out the minutes that he prepared for this. 

b. The meeting went pretty smoothly and there were fewer comments this year than in past. 

c. TQFR feedback was helpful and discussion also included brainstorming for how to get faculty to pay more attention to those. 

d. Melany also showed up to ask questions about how SCAC is actually being used. 

e. One important comments is regarding the Ch 1 placement tests: 

i. Many think they fail as predictors because, unlike in physics or math, they do not actually let people place out of the class. The option is to take Ch 41 instead so some people who could have placed out instead take Ch 1 since they do not want to do O-chem. Maybe we need to have more than a super-section to cater to those people.

ii. Also, some people really struggle with Ch 1 so maybe there needs to be a remedial section.

3. Student-Faculty Lunch

a. It will be on November 14.

b. Parvathy should contact Andrea, Ryan, and Vibha about this since they have volunteered to help. 

c. Dan will e-mail Parvathy a reminder about this, and to ask her for a draft of the directory e-mail that he should send out. 

4. Teaching Awards Letters

a. No one had any comments about the draft so we will go with the version Dan recently sent. 

b. Dan will try to sort through the lists by Monday, dividing them up and e-mailing people their assignments.

5. UROH

a. Dan will ask the BoD whether they know if there are any archived versions; maybe Craig can help out. 

b. The Student-Faculty Programs office could give us a template of what they will do for each announcement too, and we can request the template/remind them about this after giving them an archived version.

6. SFC Task Force

a. Will came to find out what ARC can specifically help with. 

b. The task force wants to talk to Melany Hunt about core and participate in the core re-evaluation discussion that the Student Life/Experience report mentioned. 

c. Will also brought up that Mechanical Engineering is experiencing funding difficulty, and ARC suggested that the Task Force talk to Melany Hunt about this too as well as talk to David Rutledge.

d. The Task Force wants ARC (specifically Dan) to run a survey to see if students want sports teams to be worth 6 units rather than 3. Maybe it could be an option for students to choose 6 units rather than 3, if they want more units. This survey could be included in the Take a Prof to lunch survey. 

e. Will commented on the Undergraduate Teaching committee’s request that TAs attend class.

f. We decided to try more Option Mentor advertising when Will said that houses should have a more formal advising program, not realizing that the Option Mentors are supposed to serve as that. Dan is going to search for the Option Mentor requirements and send them to the option mentors.

g. Will suggested that TAs use clickers to keep attendance, and ARC suggested that more cost effective would be for TAs to just count students and write down the numbers. The margin of error will not be that big and it is much cheaper than purchasing clickers for classes. Or, there could be sheets of paper that students just put tally marks on as they enter class every day.

h. ACM 11 is getting good reviews and we would like them to offer this course more. Noah will ask the person teaching the course whether he/she is willing to run it more often. If the answer is no, Noah will ask the department if they can find someone to teach ACM 11 more regularly. 

i. The linguistics survey is still in progress then Dan will post it on donut, like the others. 

j. Will mentioned that Undergraduate Research would like to have more seminar courses (i.e. the lab meeting course); ARC is taking care of this one. 

k. Overarching themes: 

i. TQFR for all the classes. Christine will talk to Stacey to get this worked out. The Task Force will follow up on this.

ii. Have a similar structure to BUSAC for all the options. Craig and Caleb have been talking about this a long time, and Csilla has been trying for this since she first started in ARC. If the SFC committees met in the years between the conference, they may help serve as this. We should continue discussions with Melany about this though.

iii. We should have minimum standards for courses (i.e. how easy it should be to obtain textbooks and to get a syllabus, etc) Will plans to present this to ARC when the first draft is done.

iv. Will mentioned a suggestion of having all the websites on a centralized domain, but the catalog site has something like this and APC, with Paul Bellan, may also be working on this. 

v. We are wondering why visiting professors sometimes teach required classes? It may be that sometimes a course lost the main professor and the visiting professor is filling in. ARC can look into this and Dan will contact Melany Hunt about it.

l. Dan requested an organized grouping of the reports so he can give them to Melany Hunt, who wants them as the accreditation is coming upon us. 

m. Brandt and Kevin are still going to help out with the Task Force.

n. Will asked if ARC can provide food for the Task Force sometimes. ARC will buy them lunch once, maybe more, if funds are available for it.

7. Ma 6: 

a. Dan wants students to talk to professor directly and for ARC to be less involved now that we have helped them a little.

8. ChE 103

a. This course has been receiving complaints and we were going to try helping them out, except that someone in the course asked us to not interfere. 

9. Faculty Guide:

a. Csilla will try updating this again and then remind Melany Hunt that it is available for faculty.

10. Food:

a. We have a budget for food, and decided we would at least like drinks (sodas, etc.) for meetings. Since Parvathy has a car and were talking about how if people do not show up for meetings, they are liable to be volunteered for roles that no one in attendance wants to take on, we are for now assigning her the role of getting drinks, and maybe snacks, for meetings.

11. Meeting time:

a. Our new meeting time is Saturdays from 3:30 – 4:30 pm. Please voice concerns ASAP, otherwise this is the finalized time, and you must have a good reason for not showing up.

