ARC Meeting – Agenda

January 12, 2008

Attending: Caleb, Noah, Fedor, Vibha, Kevin, Ryan, Brandt, Will, Vibha, Andrea, Parvathy, Melany Hunt, Csilla

1. Student Experience Mini-Conference Update (Csilla): 

Because some of the background for this has been included in previous minutes and e-mails, Csilla did not discuss the main purposes for having this in great detail. However, they are to:

 (1) Inform students and faculty at Caltech of the findings presented in the Student Experience Committee report and the new changes to Student Experience that have already been carried out as 

(a) Not many people have read the report 

(b) The Open House format did not:

(i) Bring out many people 

(ii) Effectively share the information to which students and faculty could respond 

(2) Make the greater population students and faculty more likely to voice their opinions about the direction of the Student Experience changes in: 

(a) The conference format

(b) In conversations on campus

(c) In tech article discussions

(d) Other venues

(3) Provide a compilation of this feedback for faculty/administrators/others to use in carrying out the report recommendations 

(4) Recruit volunteers who can help the faculty/administrators/others who are carrying out the recommendations

a. Logistics (Kevin, Ryan, and Vibha)

(i) The date they have chosen is February 21st, with February 26th as a fallback date. Melany Hunt is having her secretary look into reserving Ramo Auditorium or Baxter lecture hall for us and will also check whether President Chameau and Provost Stolper will be in town at that time.

(1) Logistics had already checked into dates and found that to get Ramo you have to go through Public Events and fill out special paperwork. We should not have to pay for the reservation but there may be blackout days.

(ii) The time they have chosen is 3 – 5 pm.

b. Publicity – bringing in the crowds (Brandt and Parvathy)

(i) Brandt and Parvathy will draft up templates for the advertisements so they can be sent out as soon as the date is verified. We anticipate the date will be verified next week. Csilla can help with these, if needed.

c. Research (Wilson)

(i) Wilson, please send information ASAP (latest Wednesday) about the report to the group list since you were not there to present it at the meeting.

d. Recruiter (Andrea and Will)

(i) We cannot get anyone to commit to helping present at the conference until we know the official date.

(ii) While we will have members of the committee present topics, we also want to encourage other students to speak up in response to the topics.

(iii) Melany recommended that Andrea and Will talk to Anneila Sargent and Louise and ask if either of them want to present at the conference.

e. Food (Noah)


(i) Noah wrote e-mails to Cathy Jurca and Tom Mannion.



(1) Melany recommended that Noah go and speak to them in person.

(iii) The food can be items like what Cathy usually has at open houses, except for more people.

2. BE Info Session and BEEC Update (Parvathy)

(a) Frosh registering for classes in third term will want to know which ones to take if they are considering BE since third term is when they finally get to pick more courses geared towards their options.

(b) Since there were not as many freshmen at last term’s BE Info Session as those who have been asking us questions about BE, we are hosting another one. 

(i) Last term’s session was inconveniently located (Moore subbasement). So this time we are hosting it in the SFL multimedia conference room, as it is convenient.

(ii) The timing of last term’s session was also inconvenient so this time we are hosting it at the beginning of term at a time when students do not have many classes: Tuesday at 10:30 pm.


(c) Status of BE to present:

(i) Parvathy is giving the same presentation as in last term.

(1) Parvathy starts by giving the history of how the idea of this option was advocated for at an SFC, at which point faculty made a sample syllabus. Caleb will post this syllabus on the website since it is allowed to be updated.

(2) Parvathy presents other ways that students can get the BE option through existing options.

(3) Students can also follow the BE syllabus as long as they make sure they are fulfilling requirements for an already established option since we still do not know whether BE will be an official option next year.

(A) Melany is going to talk to Niles Pierce about the barriers that we still have preventing BE from becoming an option for next year.


(d) Advertising

(i) House reps, please send out house e-mails containing details that are posted in the facebook event listing.

(1) Because of the facebook listing, we are not doing flyers this time.

(2) Since our Page and Ricketts reps were not at the meeting, Caleb is going to contact Erin Flanagin and Peter Hung about making sure Page gets an e-mail as well as the Ricketts president. (No one else volunteered to take this one on.)

(ii) Parvathy will send Caleb a ug-list e-mail draft that Caleb will then send out.


(e) Other BE items

(a) We should e-mail Cathy Jurca about setting up a BE option tea. This may have to wait until it is an official option.

(b) There was a question over whether students can currently have faculty from graduate bioengineering serve as their academic advisors. Since those faculty will not be very familiar with the curriculum requirements for undergraduates, this does not seem like a good idea.

3. UROH Update (Csilla)


(a) Csilla has received a draft from Candace.

(i) The draft has details including whether students can get paid for academic year research, whether the research could feed into a SURF, what the time commitment is, etc.

(ii) Csilla will be drafting a couple introductory paragraphs to explain the purpose of the UROH and alternate ways that students can obtain research opportunities.

(iii) Since the web developer for the SFP website is behind in schedule this may not be ready for at least a month. However, it will still be really useful for students during next year.

4. Student-Faculty Lunches (Parvathy)


(a) The lunches went really well last term.



(i) The first couple had 3 - 4  faculty and 15 – 20 students.



(ii) The last lunch had 7 professors and many more students.



(iii) Parvathy always tries to allow many students to attend the lunches.

(b) For this term, we will still consider the theme of inviting favorite teaching professors as then students are more enthusiastic about attending, as are the profs, who are often flattered we are asking them to attend. 


(i) The weeks for this term are the 4th, 7th, and 9th week of term.


(ii) Parvathy is going to train Will to take over this job.

5. Faculty at House Dinners (Csilla)

(a) Csilla will contact the five faculty who have already indicated interest in attending the house dinners and verify specific dates they have available in their schedules as well as their house preferences.

(i) The faculty will be attending dinners as groups, where one consists of three people and the other of two people, so they do not have to attend any dinners alone.

(ii) One of the groups will probably not be hosted until there are new ARC reps chosen for the houses.

(iii) We can invite the faculty to become associates of the houses after they have attended the dinners.

(1) We are not sure the process of this. Maybe house presidents know.

(2) We can worry about this after they have experienced dinner at the houses.

6. SFC Update (Vibha)

(a) Vibha is still finalizing the date selection. The current favorite is April 6th, which is right after the Alumni Board Meeting. 

(i) Vibha will contact John Hall to verify that this date meets criteria he said we should apply in selecting a one.

(ii) After verifying the date with John Hall, Vibha will have the registrar put it in the calendar.

7. Ricketts Rep (Caleb): 

Caleb will take care of this ASAP, hopefully by next week.

8. Course Complaints

(a) Noah is going to e-mail Caleb comments he received about the difficulty people had last term with Professor Plott’s Ec 11 course, mainly related to the vague collaboration policy. 

(b) Caleb will then decide how to proceed with this feedback.

9. Take a Prof to Lunch Survey Results

(a) Andrea and Caleb are going to look at the feedback for this so that we can start organizing this more formally (i.e. setting up lunch dates that students can sign up for).

10. Trustees

(a) The trustees are now meeting with UG and grad students as a result of a Student Experience report recommendation. More trustees wanted to be on the committee than its size could accommodate.

(b) Melany said we could probably meet with the trustee chair on February 13th as she would be interested in talking to students who are working on issues like academics/research/student experience.

11. Other News

(a) Sophomores can now retroactively take Bi 1 as a P/F course. We think that students this year will also be able to take it P/F.

(b) The SFC task force meeting is on Sunday.

