ARC Meeting – January 19, 2008

Attending: Caleb, Brandt, Parvathy, Will, Kevin, Csilla

(1) Student Experience Conference

a. Timing

i. Everyone thinks that the conference should be delayed.

1. The goal is to choose a date by next weekend ( then we can confirm who can speak at the conference.

ii. We will also probably need it to be longer than two hours—maybe four hours. We can adjust this though as we figure out the topics. 

iii. The individual sections may be 25 – 30 minutes, rather than just 15 minutes.

b. Setup

i. Brandt says it should be run more like the morning segment of the SFC.

ii. The longer session times will allow people more time to respond. Whereas, in a fifteen minute section, someone who talks for five minutes would dominate nearly all of the discussion time.

c. Research

i. If anyone wants paper copies of the report, Caleb can print one up for you and bring it to your door or mailbox.

ii. Caleb is willing to help provide support in dividing up the recommendations and deciding how to group them into sections.

iii. Brandt and Kevin can definitely help with this too. Csilla will ask if Andrea, who has also read the report in detail, if she can help with this process.

iv. They have agreed to have session topics ready by next weekend.
d. Recruiting and Date Selection

i. Csilla will e-mail the following people with a battery of dates to see if we can find something that works for them. After finding dates that work for them, we will then look at other priorities in date selection (timing of other things going on).

1. High Priority Committee Members: Melany Hunt (cc: Cynthia Carlson), Kevin Austin, Scott Fraser, Gary Lorden, Doug Rees, Cindy Weinstein, Chris Moody, Adrienne Stroupe, Will Ford (?)

2. High Priority Administrators: Jean Lou (cc: Nancy O’Connor), Ed Stolper (cc: Karen Kerbs), Anneila Sargent cc: Suzette Cummings)

3. Others: Judy Campbell, John Hall, Barbara Green, Cathy Jurca

4. Csilla will also ask the UG members (Tina Wang and Joel) of the Trustee Committee if they want to participate—confirm names with Mike Woods.

ii. Will has a template that she is going to send Csilla so that Csilla can send out these e-mails by Monday.

iii. Csilla will give Caleb an update of this on Wednesday night. If people are not responding then Caleb and Will (maybe Csilla too) plan to visit administrators/faculty to ask them in person.

e. Publicity and other logistics

i. Once we have a date selected we can start these.

ii. Noah, please ask people in the housing and student life offices for funding for food as well. Sometimes they have surpluses—like when Tim Chang gave all those free donuts at the end of the term last term.

(2) Student Faculty Lunches

a. Everyone is responding and this time we have six profs per lunch (still waiting on one), with 20 – 24 students.

b. We have high-impact faculty Grubbs, Politzer, and Apostol, one each for the first three lunches. There is also great variety in the faculty options represented, except in engineering. 

c. Based on Apostol’s enthusiastic reaction to being invited, we may want to have a couple lunches devoted just to emeritus and retired faculty. 

d. The dates for this term are: Jan 29, Feb 20, and Mar 6.

(3) Faculty to house dinners

a. Csilla will check with the reps to make sure they can host the faculty and/or find other people to help host the faculty, as well as convey host information to the faculty.

(4) BioE Session

a. There were 10 – 11 people at the session this time, making a total of 25 from both.

b. Nine students said they would definitely do BioE as it is put in the syllabus, twelve said maybe, and four said no.

c. There was a question about how thermodynamics can be incorporated in the tracks, as well as whether we can have a BioE minor.

d. Parvathy e-mailed Dr. Pierce and is going to set up a meeting with him. Scott Fraser also said in a meeting with Parvathy that she should just talk to Dr. Pierce again.

e. Melany is going to talk to Ed Stolper to see what can be done about making sure this option goes through.
(5) CUE meeting

a. This was the first one that moved on to new topics.

b. Last year there was discussion about a pass/no record policy for freshmen instead of a pass/fail option. This is what MIT does and it would allow students who are failing too much to transfer more easily if they no longer want to stay here. Students who do not transfer would still have to take the classes again anyway, but their records would look cleaner. Faculty were concerned that it is dishonest to keep separate records like this, and maybe that is why UASH did not approve the idea even though the curriculum and core curriculum committees did approve. Since it is shameful enough to have to retake the class in a later year and freshmen tend to be failure averse anyway, we do not think they would abuse the privilege of having a pass/no record system.

i. Caleb wants to discuss this again next week when we have more people.

ii. CUE wants students to wait before running a donut survey so that they can see in more detail why UASH did not approve of the idea.

c. Melany wants a small group of people to meet with CUE on March 14 at 3 pm to discuss the progress in SFC followup + give an overview of what is in store for next year.

i. Vibha will hopefully have received confirmation from Dean Hall about the date so we can finalize it. Caleb will check with Vibha for progress on this.

d. Judy Campbell, chair of the faculty, talked about getting students on the core curriculum reevaluation committee (working title).

i. She would like sophomores since it will be a yearlong effort.

ii. Caleb is going to talk to her in more detail about how to select people for the committee. We may have big signups + interviews, giving preference for sophomores but still allowing interested freshmen/juniors to try for a spot.

iii. Caleb will bring this up at the next BoD meeting so that when we announce signups, people will already know a little about what is going on.

iv. There will be more information about this next week. Also, please start talking about this to people you know—help advertise this.

(6) UROH

a. This week, Csilla will send around a draft of what will go on the web. 

b. Please give feedback, if you want.

