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1) What is BUSAC?

a) Biology Undergraduate Student Advisory Committee

b) A group of students who want to improve the Biology Curriculum!

2) What does BUSAC do?

a) Sponsor socials bringing professors and students together.

i) Dec. 6- Ice Cream Social: Bechtel Mall

b) Establishing the biology ombuds system, so we can use student suggestions to improve classes.

c) Website: www.its.caltech.edu/~busac

3) A year-by-year look at the new biology curriculum and the recent changes:

a) Frosh Year:

i) Required:

(1) Bi 8: Introduction to Molecular Biology; Organization and Expression of Genetic Information

(2) Bi 9: Cell Biology

ii) Suggested: 

(1) Bi 2: Current Research in Biology

(2) Bi 10: Cell Biology Lab

iii) Core Classes

b) Sophomore Year:

i) Required Classes:

(1) Ch 41 abc: Organic Chemistry 
(2) Bi 122: Genetics

(3) More Core classes

ii) Electives in tracks of your choice

c) Junior Year:

i) Required Classes:

(1) Bi 117: Developmental Biology

(2) Bi/CNS 150: Introduction to Neurobiology

(3) Bi/Ch 110: Introduction to Biochemistry

(4) Bi 24: Writing Requirement

ii) Electives in tracks of your choice

d) Senior Year: 

i) Required Classes: 

(1) Requirements no previously completed

ii) Electives in tracks of your choice

4) Tracks:  

a) Requirements:  

i) 146 units of Biology electives must be taken in at least two tracks

(1) At least four of the classes in at least two tracks must be on grades

(2) At least two of the classes in at least two tracks must be for at least 9 units.

(3) No classes may be double-counted.

ii) Biochemistry, Genetics, Developmental Biology, Neurobiology, Computational and Systems Biology, Organismal and Biomedical Biology, Cell Biology, Interdisciplinary

iii) See p. 186-189 of the Catalog!
5) Premed?

a) Angela Wood, the premed advisor, is a fantastic resource!  (auwood@caltech.edu)

6) Advantages of Biology Major:

a) You really don’t have to overload!

b) Curriculum is versatile: can follow genetics, biochemistry, neuroscience tracks, and be experienced in many different fields!

c) It prepares you for graduate school and/or medical school

d) Its flexibility allows you to study abroad and take a variety of classes at Caltech

e) And there is lots of interesting biology research!
7) Contact BUSAC:

a) Chair: Harish Vasudevan (harish@caltech.edu)

b) Secretary: Helen Bermudez (hmbermud@caltech.edu)
